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NECROLOGY & BIBLIOGRAPHY OF C. T. PARSONS 

John F. Lawrence 

Mus. Comp. Zool., Harvard Univ., Cambridge, MA 02138 

Dr. Carl T. Parsons was born at Rye, New York 30 Aug. 1914, and died 

at Dorset, Vermont, 30 Dec. 1973. He graduated from Harvard University 
in 1937, with a Ph.D. in 1941. He was a student of F. M. Carpenter with his 

thesis on Nearctic Nitidulidae. He is survived by his wife Harriet and sons 

Tom and William. He assisted Nathan Banks at the M.C.Z. for a short time 
after getting his Ph.D. He was drafted into the 

Army in 1942 where he was in charge of Ma¬ 
laria Survey Unit in the Pacific and involved 
in the occupation of Korea and invasion of 

Okinawa. After discharge, he went to work for 
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station 

and wrote extension bulletins, helping in the 

editing of the “Diptera of Connecticut”. He be¬ 

came a professor at the University of Vermont, 

from 1948 to 1955. He managed an apple or¬ 

chard in Dorset, Vermont, until 1966, when he 
gave the business up and bought a bookstore in 

Manchester. In 1968 he sold the bookstore and 

retired to work on Coleoptera. Through the 

years, he worked on his large collection of 

nitidulids and other Coleoptera, and he identi¬ 

fied thousands of specimens for individuals in various parts of the world. 

His collection and library were bequeathed to the M.C.Z., except for a sy¬ 

noptic collection of Vermont insects, which went to the University of Ver¬ 
mont. He was particularly interested in the families Nitidulidae, Rhizo- 

phagidae, Cucujidae, Mycetophagidae, and Lagriidae, and he also worked 

in the dipteran family Conopidae. In addition to his collection of Vermont 

insects, he was building up a collection of insects from the islands of south¬ 

ern Massachusetts, and also insects associated with fungi. 
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